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<< With one eye read our paſſports over, 


75 And fix'd the other on our purſe, | 


| 4 Determin'd we ſhould reimburſe 
'd the world with 
* £{; Gold, gronjtar farQthav all the naliews.. eg 
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Lak 4 total indifference on the metal 
s father had made fuch ample 
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From Straſbourg he went to viſit his 


territories in the Lower Germany 
ſent me word he wo 
ruſſels. We prepared 


come incagnito 


to ſee me at E- 


gant apartments for him in the little 


Chateau de Meuſe, two leagues from 
Cleves. He informed me, he expected 


pearing either ſtupid or extravagant; though liberties have 
been taken in the ſtyle, which would ſcarcely be juſtifiable ip 
other parts of the work, T. SY 
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Maupertuis, who had already formed % 


| his plan, having the mania of becoming 
Preſident of an Academ 
. preſented himſelf, and was lodged with 


Algaroti and Keizerling in one of the 


palace. One ſoldier was the 
only guard I found, The Privy-Coun- 


ſellor and Miniſter of -Rambe | — 
1 g in the court yard, blowing 


his fingers. He had on a pair of large; 1 

dirty, coarſe ruffles, a hat all in holes, ang 60 
an old judge's wig, one ſide of which 

nung into his pocket, and the other Py , 


| ſcarcely 
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man was chat 


a ſtate affair of great in 


indeed he Was. | | | . 
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morning gown of blue cloth.” . 
Majeſty, who lay ſweating 
beneath a 

lent ague fit. I made my bow, and 


gan my acquaintance by fee ing his 
pulſe, as if I had been his firſt phyſician. 
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h lay a little man, 


ly coverlet, in A vio- 


— 


- 


— 


* 


7 


; where, at ſupper, we tr 


S 
4 * 1 by 
8 N 5 
1 
vp 
f q 


* 


* 


4 
3 
vx 
x 


— 


— —— 


„ 5 
* 1 
eas 
75 8 
1% 5 3 
"ey 25 wo 
en FE 2 
N LS tk 
Ie 
L 7 


- . MEMOIRS or VOLTAIRE:: 


Uwere layingithe city of a 
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ge under 
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Majeſty pretended: to have over a part of 


'Y che ſuburbs. It was to me he committed 

N the talk of drawing up the manifeſto, 
which I performed as well as-the.nature 
of the caſe would let me; never {uſpett-. 


ing that a King, with whom J ſupped, and 
who called me his friend, could poflibly 
be in the wrong. The affair was ſoon. 


brought to a concluſion, by the payment 
of 2 million of livres, which he exacted 
in good hard ducats, and which ſerved to 
defray the expences of his tour to Straſ- 

bourg, concerning which he complained 
1s loudly in his poetic proſe epiſtleQ 


1 ſoon 


he pretext for this fine 
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was moreover, a King; w. 
ceumſtance of ſeduction 


ed by 


„it is the employment of men 


| letters to flatter Kin gs; but in t 


ce, 1 Was praiſed 


crown of my head to the ſole of my 
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foot, at the ſame time that I was libell 
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at leaſt once a week, by the Ab 


Fontaines, and other Grub-ſtrect poets 
| of Paris, OASIS” US RT 
4 Some time before' the death of his 3 
i father, the King of Pruſſia thought pro- DO 
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el. Had Machiayel 


| fora pupil, the very firſt thinghewould + 
have adviſed | 
| io to. write: : 
cer, was not m | 
he really meant what he wrote; but 
was before he wasa King, and while bis 
father gave him no great reaſon to fall 
= in love with deſpotic power, He praiſed _ 
\| eration. and juſtice with his whole 
j | foul; and in the ardour of his enthuſiaſm, 
lookedupon all urpation as an ſolute 3 
| | crime. | EXT N | | 
This manuſcript he had ſent to me at | 
| We 55 els, to have it corrected and printed; = 
15 and I had already made a preſent of it to 5 : | 
| | i a Dutch 5 
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of the greateſt knaves of his profeſſion, 
not help feeling ſome rem 
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at being concerned in printing this Anti · 
Machiavelian book, at the very mom 
e King of Pruſa, who had a hundred 
ns in his coffers, was robbing the 


£ 


poor people at Liege of another, by the 


handsof the Privy-Counſcllor Rambonet. 
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I imagined my Solomon would not 
ſtop there. His father had left him ſixty- 
fix thouſand four hundred men, all com- 


plete, and excellent troops. He was 
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fily augmenting them, and appeared 
too have a vaſt inclination to give them 


. 


_ employment the very firſt op 
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ſented to him, that perhaps it 
was not altogether prudent to print his 
8 juſt at the time the world might 

reproach him with havin ; violated the 
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ks principles he taught; and he permitted 
| me to ſtop the impreſſion. Lac cordingly 


took a j journey into Holland, purpoſel 
to do him this trifling ſervice; but 


bookſeller demanded ſo much money, 

that his Majeſty, who was. not, in the 
bottom of his heart, vexed to ſee himſelf 

in print, was better pleaſed to be ſo for 


o 


nothing, than to pay for not being ſo. . 


| | : While I was in Holland, occupied in 
this buſineſs, C harles the Sixth died, in 
the month of October, 1 740, of an in- 
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on, occaſioned by cating champig.  _ 
hich: brought on an ap Ex. 


dent, that Frederic the third, King of 
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ruſſia, was not ſo gr eat an enemy to | 


Machiayel as the Prince Royal appeared 
to h ! 40 hos Toe | 
Although he had then concaived the . i 


of his invaſion of Sileſia, he diu 
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not the leſs neglect to invite me to 
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court; but I had before given him to. 


2 * 1 * 


underſtand I could not come to ſtay wit 
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friendſhip to ambition; that I was at:. 
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| tached to Madame du Chätelet; and 
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part he di 
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to pay him a viſit in October; and 


Cardinal de Fleury writ me a long let- 


ter, full of praiſes of the Anti-Ma 
vel, and of the author, which 


forget to let him ſee. | 


He had already affembled his troops; 
s or Mi 
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Marquis de Beauvau, who was 


yet not one of his Gen 
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compliment him on his acc 
ed he meant to declare a 
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in favour of Maria-Thereſa, Queen of 
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MuMoinb or VOTRE. 
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and Bohemia, an« 
Charles the Sixth; and to ſu 


election of Francis of Lorraine, Grand 


Queen, to the Empire, fuſ 
thence 


ſe, che new erowned King of P 
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to eſpouſe this 


tion, after his manner, wh 
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and wrote with one kind of enthuſiaſm, 


# a . ” a 


and afterwards acted with another. 
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He departed on the th of December, f 
with the quartan ague, for the conq 

of Silefia, at the head of | 

combatants, well diſciplined, and well 
accoutred. As he mounted his horſe, 
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he ſaid to the 


Maria Thereſa's Miniſter, © I am 


* * 


e has ſince that written the hiſtory of. 


that conqueſt, and: he ſhewed me the 
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whole of it. Here follows one of the 


curious 
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curious paragraphs, in the in 
to theſe annals, which I, in preference, 
carefully tranſcribed, as a thing unique 


„Add to the foregoing conſidera- 
tions, I had troops entirely prepared 
5 ” wy: this, the fulneſs of my trea- 


fury, and the vivacity of my charac- 


18 ter, Were the reaſons why 1 made war 
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Thereſa, Queen of Bo- 
hemia and Hungary? 
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86 upon 
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And a few lines after, he has theſe 
very words. 1 5 
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Ambition, intereſt, and a defire to 
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« make the world ſpeak of me, van- 
Te wg * Hm 
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From the time that conquerors, or 
fiery ſpirits that would be conquerors, 
firſt were, to the preſent hour, I believe 
he! is the only one who has ever done 
himſelf thus much juſtice. Never man, 
perhaps, felt reaſon more forcibly, or 
liſtened more attentively to his paſſions ; 
but this mixture of 2 philoſophic mind, 
and a diſorderly imagination, hike ever 


* 


compoſed his character. 


It is much to be regretted that I pre- 
vailed on him to omit theſe paſſages, 
when I afterwards corrected his works; 


A con- 


| to ſhew upon what motives the generali- 


ty of wars are founded. We authors, 


„ hiſtorians, and academician de- 5 


ers, celebrate theſe. f 
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but here is a monarch who 
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her three mi 
Fo and make her huſband Emperor. 


6 Maria Thereſa, who at t 
neither troops, money, nor cre, 
anding inflexible; ſhe rather 
the loſsof a than cro 


| - "mn Prince whom ſhe 1. 


could ſcarc 


the rout by the A 
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t time hac 


it, was 


vaſſal of her anceſtors, and whoſe life the _ 
| Emperor, her father, had ſaved. Her 


muſter twenty 


thouſand men. Marſhal Neuperg, who 
8 commanded them, forced the King of 
ruſſia to give battle under the walls of 
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Pruſſian cavalry was at 
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and the King, who was not accu | 
deo ſtand fire, fled at the firſt ſhock asfar = 
2s opeleim, twelve long leagues fromthe 
field of b is e oy eee, 
N upertuis, who hoped to make his 1 
x hurry, was in the ſuit _ 
Monarch this campaign, ima 8 
1 
But this was not the royal cuſtom. | „ 


| b pertuis bought an aſs for two ducats, on 
the day of battle, and fled with all his 7 
might after his Majeſty on aſs- back. 
This ſteed, however, was preſently di. 3 
. tanced, and Maupertuis was taken nd . 
1 ſtripped by the Auſtrian huffars. a Fart 2 | 
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W paſſed the nige on a truckle- 


bed, in a village alchouſe near Ratibor, 


on the confines of Poland, whence he was 
preparing to enter the northern part of 


his own dominions, when one of his 


Horſemen arrived from the camp at Mol- 


witz, and informed him he had gained 


the victory. This news was confirmed 


a quarter of an hour after by an Aid-de- 


Camp, and was true enough. 


If the Pruſſian cavalry was bad, the 
infantry was the beſt in Europe; it had 


been under the diſcipline of the old 
Prince of Anhalt for thirty years. Mar- 


ſhal Schwerin, who commanded, was a 
pupil of Charles the Twelfth. Heturned 
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the fate of the day as ſoon as the King 
was fled. The next day his Majeſtycame 


back to his army, and the conquering 
General was very near being diſgraced. 


. * BY # 


& returned. to philoſophize in my re- 
treat at Cirey, and paſſed the winter at 


Paris, where I had 2 multitude of ene- 


mies; for, having long before written 


the Hiſtory of Charles XII. preſented 
ſeveral ſucceſsful pieces to the theatre, 
and compoſed an epic poem, I had, of 


courſe, 'all thoſe who writ either in APY 
or proſe as perſecutors; and as I had the 
audacity to write likewiſe on philoſophic 


ſub) ects, 1 of neceſſity, according to 


ancient 
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ancient uſage, was treated as an atheiſt 
by all thoſe who are called devotees. © 


I was the firſt who had dared develop 


to my countrymen, in an intelligible 


ſtyle, the diſcoveries of the great New- | 
ton. The Carteſian prejudices, which 
had taken place of the prejudices of the 
Peripatetics, were at that time ſo rooted = 3» 
in the minds of the French, that the 
Chancellor d Agueſfeau regarded any 

man whatever who ſhould adopt diſco- 

veries made in En gland, a8 an enemy to 

reaſon and the ſtate. He never would 

grant a privitege that I might have my 
Elements of the Newtonian Philoſophy : 


printed. 


Twas / 2 


& 


MBMOIRS OF ,VOLTAIRE,” GL. - 
I was likewiſe a vaſt | admirer of 
| Locke; I conſidered him as the ſole 
reaſonable Metaphyſician. Above all, © 
praiſed that moderation ſo new, ſo pru- 
dent, and at the ſame time ſo daring, 
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2 . 
. 


< 
on, 


5 8 
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8 where he ſays, we have not ſufficient 

knowledge to determine or affirm, by 

the light of reaſon, that God could not 
: grant the gifts of thought and ſenſation. | 

to a being which we call Material. e 


The obſtinate malignity and intrepi- ö 
1 of ignorance, with which they ſet 
: upon me on this article, cannot be con- | 
| ceived. Theprinciplesof Lockehadnever 
occaſioned any diſputes in France before, 
| becauſe the Doctors read St. Thomas 
1 1 hps : Aquinas | | 
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Aquinas and Quend, and the reſt of the 
world read Romances, As ſoon as 1 
had praiſed this Author, they began to 
ery out againſt both him and'me. The 
poor creatures, who were hotteſt i in this 
diſpute, certainly knew very little -of 
either matter or ſpirit. | The fact is, we 
none of us know what or how we are, 
except that we are convinced we have 
motion, life, ſenſation, and thou ght, but 
without having the leaſt conception of 
how we came by them. The very ele- 
ments of matter are as much hidden from 
us as the reſt. We are blind creatures, : 
that walk on, groping and reaſoning in 
the dark ; and Locke was „ 
night when he aſſerted, it was not 


ie | for 


for us to determine what the Almighty | 


eould or could , OT PR 


All this, added to the ſacceſs 'of my 


theatrical productions, drew a whole l- 
brary of Pamphlets down upon me, in 


which they proved I was a bad Poet, 


an Atheiſt, and the ſon oke a Peaſant. 


1 hiſtory of my life v was printed, in 
which this genealogy was inſerted—An 


induſtrious German took care to collect 


all the tales of that kind, which had been 


crammed into the libels they had pub- 
liſhed againſt me. They imputed ad- 


: ventures to me with perſons 1 never 


bew, and with others that never exiſted; 


I have 
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I have ASE ee, e letter 
from the Marſhal de Richelieu, whi 
informed me of an impudent Lampoon, | 
in which it was proved his wife had 
given me an elegant coach, with ſomething. 
el e, at a time when he had no wife. 


At firſt I took ſome pleaſure in mak- 
ing a collection of theſe calumnies, but 
they multiplied to ſuch a degree ] was 
obliged to leave off. Such were the 


fruits 1 gathered Som my labours : 5 
honever, caſily conſoled myſelf; ſome- 


times in my retreat at Cirey, and at 


abel in mixin g with the beſt company. 


- 


4 


While the refuſe .of literature were 
thus making war upon me, France was 
Pet TT doing 


. 


peror Charles VI. and the ſucceſſion of 


Fleury was perſuaded out of his pacific | x : 
meaſures; he could not ſay, like the 
King of Pruſſia, it was the vivacity of his - ö \ 
temper. which occaſioned him to take | 1 
arms. This fortunate Prelate reigned 1 7 ſ 
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doing the ſame upon the * ; 
gary; and it muſt be own | | 
was equally unjuſt ; for 5 having __ "If 
lemnly ſtipulated, guaranteed, and ſworn 

to the Pragmatic Sanction of the Em- | 


Maria-Tereſa'to the inheritance of her 
father, and after having received Lor- 5 | 
raine as the purchaſe of theſe promiſes, 


it does not appear very conſiſtent with -_ | 


the rights of Nations to break an en- | ; 


F 0 when 
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at a time when 
within ſive leagues of Vienna, without 
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meeting a ſingle opponent. Bohemia 


was given to the Elector of Bavaria, who 


ror alſo, after having 
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this ſum; but it ought to be remember 


ed, he was very ugly, and could not 
dance. In a word, Barberini touched 
for her ſhare more than any three of his 
Miniſters of State together. 


As for the Italian Poet, he one day 


took care to pay himſelf with his own 
hands, for he ſtript off the gold from the 
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ornaments in an old chapel of the firſ 
King of Prufſia's; on which, occaſion 
Frederic remarked, that as he neverwent- 
to the chapel he had loſt nothing. Be- 
| fides, he had lately written a diſſertation 
in favour of thieves, which is printed in 
the collections of his academy; and he 


did not think proper this time to con- 


This indulgence was not extended to 


any military being. There was an old 


gentleman of Franche Comte, confined: 


in the priſon of Spandau, who was ſix 
feet high, and whom the late King for 
that reaſon had inveigled into Pruſſia. 
They promiſed him the place of Cham. 


. berlain, 
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01. man — 3 aft ter d 
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one of his co mrades, but was taken an 
f „ - 3 2 ri I's, | 44. 2 12 
King. He had 
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the ETA to tell him, he repented of 
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had not {tabbed fuch L 
cid. et! 05 Tx 421 


nſwer he n hit 


N "33> 


at ; and. for this 


; 283 2 hed | 
noſe and ears cut off, ran tl 
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and thirty & times, and w was "afterwards 
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ſent to Wheel the barrow at Spandau. 


: 2 * 3 
Av HY f elne 


He continued. this einployment to the 
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very time that M. .de Valory, our Envoy, 
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£ 
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preſſed met to beg remiſſion for him of 
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the moſt. clement ſon of the moſt. won- 
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His Majeſty had been Pleaſed to ſay, 
it was to oblige me that he had got up 
an Opera, full o of Poetical beauties, and 
written by the celebrated Meteſtaſio, 
called La Clemenza ai Ti ito, The King, 
with che aſſiſtance of his compoſer, had 
ſet it to muſic himſelf. 1 took this op- 
portunity to recommend the poor old 
Frenchman, without noſe and ears, to 
his bounty, which I did! in the following | 


admonitory verſes, 5 


What! can it by when mighty Frederic reigns 
That wretches groan ? Oh! Genius univerſal, 
Soul firm, yet feeling, deign to end the eure 
Torments; ceaſe not your generous | cares yor 


Miſery . . 


* 


Lo! 
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Lo! at your feet, where Pity, daughter of 
Repentance, miſtreſs of great minds, kneels 


enabling 4- 1 
Aſtoniſh'd to find her tears ſhed in vain, | 
On the band that has driven Sorrow from the 


Earth. 
Wherefore diſplay with ſuch magnificence 
The triumphs of great Titus ?. Imitate 


Him every way, or yaunt of him no more, 


| The requeſt was | ſomething daring; 
235 one may ſay what one will pocti- 
cally. His Majeſty promiſed remiſſion, 
and ſome months after even had the 
bounty to ſend the poor gentleman i in 
queſtion to the Hoſpital, at three pence 
a day, which favour he had refyſed to 


the 
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the Queen, his motlier; but ſhe, in alt 
probability, had aſked only in proſe. 
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: 1 | --- - In:the midſt of all theſe feaſts, operas, 
3 [ 6 ad nd ſuppers, my ſecret negociation went 
* forward j the King was willing I-ſhould 
ſpeak on every thing, and 1 frequently 
; | ; > took occaſion to intermix queſtions con- 


cerning France and Auſtria with the 


Eneid and Roman Hiſtory. Ihe conver- 


ſation was ſometimes animated; the King 
became warm, and would tell me, that 
while our Court was knocking at every 
door to procure peace, he ſhould not 
think it adviſeable to go to war in our 
defence. I ſent my reflexions upon 


paper, 
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 - paper, left half blank, from my apart- 
ment to his; and he anſwered my daring 
remarks in the margin. I have 4s 


paper Kill, in which I have ſaid, 


Can it be doubted that the Houſe of 
Auſtria will ſeize | the very firſt oppor- 
tunity to redemand Sileſia? To which 


he anſwered in the margin 


4 


Ils ſeront regis, biribi, Es 


Ala facon de Barbari, LR | 6 


Mon ami. . : | 
Then they received, my friend, ſhall be 1 | Ct 
After the mode of Barbary. 7 | | 
This new kind of negociation finiſhed Ol 


by a diſcourſe, in which, in one of his 


moments 
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moments of vivacity, he made me againſt 
the King of England, his den Uncle. 

Theſe two Kings did not love one ano- 

ther. My Pruffian'Monarch told me, 
« George | was the Uncle of Frederic, 
but not of the King of Pruflia;” and he 
ended by faying, Let France declare 
war againſt En gland, and I will march,” 


This was all I wanted. I returned 


inſtantly to France, and gave an account 


| of my jour ney ; with ſuch hopes to the 


French Miniſtry as had been given me 
at Berlin. Neither were they falſe, for 
the ſpring following the King of Pruſſia 
conctuded a new treaty with France, 'and 
advanced into Bohemia with a hundred 
1 thouſand 
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Had I related my adventure to any 
good Pariſian, with the ſervice I had 
done the ſtate, he would not have made 
the leaſt doubt of my having been pro- 
miſed an excellent place. Iwill tell you 

wut was my recompenſe. The Dutcheſs 

de Chateauroux was vexed the negocia- 

tion had not been brought about entirely 

by her means; ſhe had hkewiſe an in- 
dination to have M. Amelot turned out 
| becauſe he ſtuttered, which trifling de- 
5 fett ſhe found offenſive, and ſhe farther 
| hated him becauſe he was governed by 
M, de Maurepas ; he was accordingly. 
diſ- 


—_—__ 
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diſſmiſſed eight days after, and I was 
included in his diſgrace. 0 5 

5 It happened ſome time after this, that 

WOO > Louis Xv. fell extremely ill at the City | 

| of Metz. This was the time for M. de 

Maurepas and his cabal to ruin the 
Dutcheſs de Chateauroux. - The Biſhop 

of Soiſſons, Fitz- James, ſon of the baſtard . 
of James II. who was thought a ſaint, 


would, in quality of Grand Almoener, 
convert the King; and declared he would 
neither grant him abſolution, nor ſuffer 
him to communicate, if he did not drive 
his Miſtreſs, with her Siſter the Dutcheſs 
of Lauragais, and their friends from 
court; and the two Siſters in conſe- 
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This action of Louis XV. was the c- 
at the Pariſians, equally ſtupid 
with the good folks of Metz, gave 1 
ame of Bean-Anins | Well- 
beloved; A fellow named Vade firſt in- {4 
vented this title, which all the Almanacs 1 
echoed. As ſoon as the Prince recover 1 
ed, he deſired only to be the well- | 1 
beloved of his Miſtreſs, for whom he 9 
his affection increaſe ; and ſhe was 
again going to undertake her M 


caſion tl 


when ſhe died ſuddenly, in conſequence 
of the paſſions into which ſhe had been 
thrown 
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thrown by her diſmiſſion. She was pres : 


ſently forgot. | We 


A Miſtreſs was now wanted, and the 
choice fell upon the Demoiſelle Poiſſon. 
She was the daughter of a kept woman 


and acountryman, who livedatLaFerte- 


ſous-Jouare, and who had amaſſed ſome 
money by ſelling wheat to the Cornfactors. 
This poor man at that time had abſconded, 


having been condemned for malverſation, 


and they had married his daughter to 


the under Farmer- general le Normand, 
Lord of Etiole, and Nephew of the Far- 

mer. general le Normand, of Tourneham, 
who kept her mother. The daughter 
had been well educated, Was prudent, a- 


miable, 
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» 


unt in the foreſt of Senar. Tourne - 


* * 


ham; her mother's lover, nnn 
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out to aw in a neat Calaſh. E ; 1 ; 
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ſent ſieroxeniſon. Her mother never 


o 


ceaſed telling her ſhe was handſomer : 
than Madame de Chateauroux, and the 


- 


e Poiſſon was à morſel for 
jeſty . Aſter ſſe was certain of 


and ſhie had ſome -Ccauſ e ſoito/be. 
_*  »+ hoped: „months with her at 
5 Etiole, while the 
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ſervices. I Vas deemed: worthy! to 
one of the forty teig Members of 


8 — 


Academy, was appointed Hiſtoriographer 5 


the Gentlemen in e 
: tu fou words to a | gh ; 
, than to write a hundred 
3 5 W 45 eie | | | 
| Mong DX) ieee 92 in 5 | 
fortunate man, the w SED | 
of the Beaux-Efprits of Paris was let 
| looſe upo 
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My connexion with 


| telet was never inte 


e borders of e, and 
| Staniſlaus at that time kept his little 


_ agreeable court at Luneville. Old and 


| fauatic as he was, he 1 


| with a lady who was neither. His af- 


ions were divided 
la Marquiſe de Boufflers, and a 
ſe name was Menou 
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nillaus, by means of his Queen, whom 
he had governed, about a million of 
es, near forty-two thouſand 
ich were employed in build- 
ing a magnificent houſe for himſelf and 


* 


part of w 


ſome Jeſuits of Nancy. This houſe 
Was endowed with twenty-four thouſand 


* 


* - 


livres, or a thouſand pounds a year z. 
half of which ſupplied his table, and the 


. o 


bother half was to give away to whom he 


=y - 


pleaſed. The King's miſtreſs * was not 


4 2 * * 1 


* Omit the word Miſtreſs, it is falſe, and in- 
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| "ſert Friend. The Marchioneſs de Boufflers Was 
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ly could get from his Poliſn Majeſty 
wher ewith to. buy L petticoats; | and 
yet the Jeſuit envied what ſhe had, and 


was violently jealous of her power. They 
were at open war *, and the poor King 


£ . 6 5 
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a moſt diſintereſted friend, p and ſeldom uſed her | 


* 7 + 


intereſt but in the ſervice of her friends; and the 


expreſſion, herewith to. buy her petticoats, is not 


„ 7-H te fes FE 


1 : # 


* Madame de Boufflers never was at variance 


* 


with Father Menou, who, all-intriguing as he 


was, never thought of giving Staniſlaus Ma- 
dame du Chitelet for a miſtreſs. That lady, and 
M. de Voltaire, never were at Luneville, except 


5 . 


when invited by M'. de B., whom they of. 
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King of Poland. If Menoy really 
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and M adame du 
Chatelet, it was ben he was 1 they were 
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coming, and to make a merit of it with the ing. 
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The two laſt notes are by M. de St. Lambert, 
author of a Poem on the Seaſons, 


14 enough, 
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with 


W 4 


this fine trick in his head he came to 
4 rey, cajoled Madame du., Chitelet, 
and told us how delighted King Stani- 


Naus would be in our company. He 


* 


then returned to the King, and informed 
him how ardentiy we deſired to come 


and pay our court to his Majeſty. Sta- | 


* 


niſlaus aſked Madame de Bouffleurs to 
bring us; and we went to paſs the whole 
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: year, 1749, at Luneville. But the pro- 
6 _ | jets of the holy Jeſuit did not ſucceed ; 
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the very reverſe took place; we were 
|. 5 deyoted to Madame de Boufflers, and he 
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The life led at the court of Lorraine 


* 4 


was tolerably agreeable; though there, 


7 


as in other courts, there were plenty of 


* 


intrigues and artifice. 


Towards the end of the year, Poncet, 
Biſhop of Troyes, who was overwhelmed 
with debts, and whoſe reputation was 


ed to come and augment 


intrigues and artifice. 


# 


| When I ſay he had loſt his repu 
tion, I mean alſo the reputation of his 


ſermons and funeral orations. He ob- 
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the intereſt of our two 
ladies, the place of Grand - Almoner to 
che King, who was flattered b by having a 
Biſhop in is pay, and at very ſmall 
wages too.” This Prelate did r not — 
till 1750: he 
triguing againſt Madame de Bouflers, 
his benefactreſs, and was diſmiſſed. His 
anger alighted « on Lewis XV. the ſon- 
in-law of Staniſlaus: being returned 


to Troyes, he would needs play a part 
in the ridiculous farce of the confeſſional 
billets, invented by Beaumont, Arch- 
biſhop of Paris: he made head againſt 


* 7 


che parliament, and braved the King. 
| This was not the way to pay his debts, 


but to get himſelf imprifonet; © Louis 
n ſent 


En tos 5, 2 
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for Prieſt, Jeſuit, or any | 
Sacraments. It was we, and not 5 | 
| dame du Chitelet, w 
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| It was my deſtiny to run from King to 
g, although I loved lib 
| | 7. The King of Pruſſia, whom I 
| | - a had frequently given to ad 1 
{| would never quit Madame du Chätelet 


1 : | | for him, would b ſolutely entrap me, 


1 now he was rid of his rival. 
65 joyed at that time a peace, 


Th had . purchaſed with victory; and his 


Y leiſure hours were always devoted to ä 
3 making verſes, or writing the hiſtory o, 
i and campaigns. He was: | 
well convinced, that in reality his verſe 
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ati; 
quality of Academician, might ello 
his writings ; and there was no kind of 

no ſeductionʒ he did not employ 
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1750. Aſtolphus did not meet a kin 
reception in the palace of 'Alcina;” Te 
lodged in the ſame apartments chat 
axe had occupied; to have the 
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| cooks at m 00 when 1 


5 cCpachmen, . 


alone; and the royal 
Ehad an inclination to 


we had a deal of wit. The King was 
| I worked two ours a day with his 

his works, and never 

to praiſe whatever was 

| of praiſe, although [ rejected. 

the droſs. I gave | 
. Vas neceſſary in rhetoric and criticiſm; 
3 or 
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py 


pay, no duty to fulſil; I-led the life of — 


thing more happy than 
My: Frederic-Al 
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for his uſe; he profited by my ad Jy 


- 


* 
* 


and his genius afliſted him more 
tually than my leſſons. 
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was already a little diſordered, re- 5— Wo 
doubled the potions that I might be to- | _ 
tally inebriated. The laſt ſeduction was a 

letter he wrote, and ſent from his apart- 2 
ments to mine. A Miſtreſs could ne 
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Wok an” 


have written more tenderly; he labour: 


ed in his epiſtle to diſſipate the feng 
which his rank and c r had inſpir- 


: I 3 ; 


+ * 5 
„% 00 . ed * 5 
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“fortune, what change can be 
5 in a place where you are 
« much as in count 
« with a friend who has a grateful 
« I reſpected the friendſhip that endear- 
* ed you to Madame du Chatelet, but 


« after her I am one of your oldeſt | 
« friends. I give you my promiſe you 
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Here is u letter; ſuch as few e 
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en ones. He was accuſtom- 


than his wrii 


3 to'younger fayourites than 
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tendern 
I, and forgetting for a moment I was 1 


+ age; and had not a fine - Wl 
he ſeized it and imprinted a kiſs; = EE 

I took his, returned his falute, ana 
ſigned my vt dis lade. 5 
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did not perceive the vecafion; 


eory of phyſic 
beſt of his brethren, but without contra- 
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- of. Paris, and had even written many 
individuals, which 


they could not pardon; and'they obtain- 


ed a decree againſt him, by which a re- 


ward was offered for his apprehenſion. 


La Metrie had, in conſequence, fled 


to Berlin, where he amuſed himſelf ſuf- 
ficiently, by his gaiety, and likewiſe by 


writing and printing all that can be ima- 


gined moſt impudent upon manners; his 


books pleaſed the King, who made him, 


not bis Phyſician, but, his Reader. 


| One day after the lefture, La Metric 


Who ſpoke whatever came uppermoſt, 


told his Majeſty there were perſons 


exceed 
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us of my favour and 
fortune. Be quiet awhile, ſaid Frederic, 


we ſquceze the orange, and throw it away 

when we have ſwallowed" the juice. La 

etrie did not forget to repeat to me this 

fine apophthegm, worthy Dionyſius 


Syracuſe, ” From that time I 


to take all poſſible care of the orange- 

peel. I had about twelve thouſand 
guineas to place out at intereſt, but ware 

determined it ſhould not be in the terri- 

tories of my Alcina. I found an advan- : 


tageous opportunity of lending | 
upon the eſtates which the Duke 
Wurtemberg poſſeſſed in France 
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| This calumny did not fiiceeed; but he 
afterwards added; 1 had: 
ſvered his purpoſe. 
King's ſuppers were no longer ſo merry; 
7 had fewer verſes to cor c 
„ diſgrace was complete. 
J | | 1 28 b 8 38 15 5 ard 3 8 £1628 
© © | Algaroti, Darget, and a , 
* 1 | whoſe name was | Chaſol, one af 
5 4 ; King's beſt Officers, left him all at once. 
+3 I was preparing to do. tus fame, but 1! 
= | wiſhed, before I went, to enjoy the plca- 


ſur 8 of laughing at a book 
had juſt printed. It was the 
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potitinitics, fer Bewer Ed any 
ſo ridiculous or abſurd. The | 
man ſeriouſly propoſed to travel 
directly to the two Poles; to diſſect the 
heads of | giants, | and diſcovirithe nature 
of the ſoul by the texture of the brain; 
to build a city, and make the inhabitants 
Latin 1 to ſink a pit to the cen- 
ter of the earth; to cure the fick, by 
plaiſtering them over with gum · reſin; | 
and, finally, to propheſy, by enthufiaſti 


cally inflating the fanexyx. 
The King laughed, 1 hau ghed, every 

body lau ghed at his book; but there was 

a ſcene acting at that time of a far mire” 

ſerious nature, concerning I know not 

what 
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his letters, copi 


its falſity in ſeveral. 


of which he ſent Maupertuis. - 


Maupertuis, | 
at Berlin, enraged that an aſſociate and 
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2 ſtranger ſhould prove his blunders, 
took care firſt to perſuade the King, that 


his enemy; and next, chat he had 
did many diſreſpectful things of his Ma- 
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had, ſent back his Patent 
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d the 
to content th emſelves at Berlin with a 
mere ſhrug of the ſhoulders ; for the 
King having taken a part in this unfor- 
tunate affair, n n durſt ſpeak. 4 


was the only one who ſpoke ont. Kos- 
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te. They were obli ged 
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nig was my friend; and 1 had at once 
the ſatisfaction to defend the liberty of 


tte learned, the eauſe of a frien „ and 
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ing an enemy, who was as 


much the enemy of moderation as of me. 
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T had no intention to ſtay at Berlin; 
I had always preferred liberty to every 
ching; few: men of letters have a ah 


. ſenſe of 15 - moſt. of chem are poor; 
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phers, at court, become as truly ſlaves as 
the firſt Officer of the Crown. 1 felt, 
how diſpleaſing my free Fpirit muſt be to 
a King more abſolute than the Grand 


Turk. He was a pleaſant Monarch, i in the 
receſſes of his-palace, we muſt confeſs : 


he protected Maupertuis, and laughed at 


him more than any one. He writ againſt | 
him, and ſent his manuſcript. to my 
chamber by one Marvitz, a Miniſter of 
his ſecret pleaſures ; E he turned to ridi- 
cule. the Pit- to the center of the earth, 


the method of cure with Plaiſter of gum- 
reſin, the voyage to the South Pole, the 


Latin city, and the cowardice of the Aca- 
demy, in having ſuffered the tyranny 
exerciſed upon poor Koenig. But his 
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fler to pay a hundred crowns down for his 


converſion. Good God, my dear Pod- . 
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« name of that perſon at the 
*.whom you cheated by ſling him 
0 for pure ſilver ; let me of vou to 
„ Aas memory alittle.” He treated 


<« nitz, he would ſay, I have forgot the | 


poor d' Argens in much the ſame way; 
and yet theſe rwo victims remained. Pol · 
5 nitz having waſtedhis fortune: was obliged 


| to ſwallow ſerpents for bread, and had 
no other food; and d'Argens had no 
property in the world, but his Jewiſn 
| Letters, and his wife, called Cochois, | 
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| bad provincial actreſs, and ſo ugly ſhe 
could get no employment at V trade, 
though ſhe practiſed ſeveral. As for | 
Maupertuis, who had been wy enough - 
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AVING my palace 
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I went to. paſs a month with the 
| Dutcheſs of Saxe-Gotha, the beſt of 
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inceſſes, full of gentleneſs, diſeretion, 
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and equanimity, and who, God be thank- 
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who was glad to be ſerved by 
ſuch- like Miniſters, becauſe they aſked 


no wages but what they could ſteal from 
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where my Secretary v 


My niece, tis true, Was; 
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ſhillings a day. 
had ſeized on all my effects, which were 
one half lighter: Oue need 


Was then retired to Franckfort. 


was the man to whom 1 had made a 
rteen years hefore of Frederic's 


manuſeript of the Anti-Machiavel. One 
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finds friends where one leaſt enpects 
them. He pretended that his Majeſty 
owed him ſome twenty ducats, for which 
E was reſponſible: he reckoned the in- 
tereſt, and the intereſt of che intereſt; 
The Sieur Friliard, 2 Burgs-maſter of) 
Franckfort, in the then year of his reign, 
ſaid, he, as a Burgo-maſter, found che 
account exceedingly right; he likewiſe 
found the means to make me diſburſe 


thirty ducats, ſix and twenty of which 


he took to himſelf, and gave the remain- 


ing four to the honeſt Bookſeller, © 


fairs being all thus fatisfatority ended, 


I em- 
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lembraced my hoſts, thanked them for 
.eheir kind reception, and departed. 
Some time after I went to drink the 
waters of Plombieres, and with them 


: panied me from Plombieres to Lyons. 


5 lere I was received by the acclamations 
of the whole city, and tolerably ill toa 
by the Cardinal de Tencin, Archbiſhop: 
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1 | drank heartily of the waters of Lethe, 
from A thorough perſuaſion, that misfor- 
| tunes of all kinds are good. for nothing 
| | | | | but to be forgotten. My niece, Madame 
il Denis, who * was the conſolation of my 
1 life, attached to me by her taſte for let- 


1 ters, and the tendereſt friendſhip, accom- 
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of Lyons, ſo well known by the manner 
in which he had made his fortune; that by 
is, in making the famous Law, or Lafs, f 
Author of the ſyſtem that ruined Francs, 
a Catholic. His Council! of Embrun 
finiſhed the fortune his convetſion — 5 
Law had begun. This ſyſtem made him 1 
rich enough to purchaſe a Cardinal's | \ 1 
hat. He was a Miniſter of State, ang | © 


told me in confidence, he durſt not give \ 


mea public dinner becauſe the King of | a 
France was vexed that I had quitted him | © >" 1 | 

for the King of Pruſſia. To this I an- 

ſwered I never dined, and as to Kings | „ 

or Cardinals, I Was the man who pers 
haps of any in the world was ſooneſt 

determined how to act. 3 
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this place was under the dominion of 4 
King, I proceeded to take the journey. 
I 1 necelfarily paſſed through Geneva, 
where the famous Phyſician Tronchin 
was juſt eſtabliſhed, and who 
| the waters of Aix would kill, but that 
he would .cure me, and 1 followed his 
advice. No Catholic is permitted to 
ſettle at Geneva, nor yet in the Swiſs | 
Proteſtant Cantons; and it was to me 2 


ſubject of pleaſantry, to acquire domains 
in the only country upon earth where it 
was forbidden ſhould have W 
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I bought, by a very — 


contract, of which there was no example 
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from the former in vaſt guſhes, forming 
'A canal at the bottom of my garden, 
whence is ſeen the Arve defending 
fiom"the Savoy Mountains, and preci- 
g itſelf into the Rhone, and far- 
A hundred 
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it aſtoniſhes without tiring: on 
of Geneva, and 
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ther ſtill another river. 
country · ſeats, a hundred delightful gar- 


r 


The houſe was 
commodious, and che proſpect charm- 
ing; it 
one fide is the 
the city on the other. The 1 runs 
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and rivers: © The. at a vaſt diſtance 
riſe and terminate the horizon; and a- 
covered: with eternal ſuio ws: 362b-003: 


leagues extent 
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In theſe two habitations I enjoyed, what 


Kings 40 not give, or rather what they | 
take away, Liber and Eaſe.. I Uke. 
wiſe had v what they ſometimes dg give, | 
and what I had not of ther, Here then bh 
1 put my own precepts | s in pradice 2 We : 
How hippy" did 1 Boe in this iron 


age! Every convenience of life and 
good 
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good cheer were found i in my two houſes, : 
An affable and intelligent ſociety, filled 
up the moments which ſtudy and the 
care of my health left vacant. My 
proſperity was ſufficient to make my 
dear fellow-labourers in literature burſt 

with envy. I was not however born 
Tich, and it may be aſked by what art I 
could acquire wealth enongh-to live like 
a Farmer-general:. to which I anſwer, 
and I would dave.others make me their 
example, I had ſeen ſo many men of let- 
ters poor and deſpiſed, that I had long 
determined not to augment the number. | 
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In France, every man muſt be either 
the hammer or the anvil, and I was 
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born 
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born the latter. A ſmall patrimony 
daily becomes leſs, becauſe the price of 
every thing gradually inereaſes, and be- 
cauſe government often has both rent 
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It is neceflary to be attentive to every 
alteration which Miniſtry, ever in want 
| and ever inconſtant makes in the fi- 
|. nances. There always are occaſionatop- 
portunities by which an individual may 
profit without obligation to any one, and 
| nothing is ſo agreeable as to be oneſelf 
the founder of one's fortune. The firſt 
efforts are a little painful, the following 
are pleafant; and he who is an ceconomilt 
in his youth, wilt de ſurpriſed in old age 
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ft his own wealth, which is the time 
when fortune is moſt neceſſary. It was 
then I enjoyed fortune: it was then 
that, after having lived with Kings, I 
became a King myſel. 


And how, while living in this peace 
able opulence, and the moſt rigid inide- 
pendence, the King of Proffia thought 
proper to be appeaſed: in-1755 he fent 
me an Opera he had mide from my Tra- 
gedy of Merope, which was, without diſ- 
pute, the worſt thing he ever wrote. 
From that time he continued to write to 
me: Lalways had held a correſpondence 
With his fiſter, the Margraveſs of Bareith, 
1 M 42 whoſe 
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whoſe good - will towards me was unab- 


Thus while L in \my retreat, enjoyed 


the moſt pleaſant life imaginable, I had 


the philoſophic ſatisfaction of ſeeing, that 
the Kings of Europe taſted not of my 
tranquillity ; and of thence. inferring, 
that the ſituation of an individual is 
often preferable to that of the greateſt 
Kings, as will preſently be ſeen. 


In 17 cok England made: A piratical war 
upon France for ſome acres of ſnow ; ; at 
the ſame time chat the Empreſs Queen 
of Hungary appeared very defirous t to 
Tecover her dear Sileſia, 1 which the 
had 
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4g been pillaged by his Majeſty of 
Pruſſia. Fe or this purpoſe ſhe negoci- 
ated with the Empreſs of Ruſſia and the 


King of Poland, that is, in quality of 
Elector of Saxony, for nobody negoci- 


ates with the Poles. On the other hand, 


the King of France wiſhed to revenge 
| himſelf upon Hanover for the miſchief | 
which the Elector of Hanover, the King 
of England, did him at ſea. Frederic, 
who at that time was in alliance with 


France, and who held our government 
in the moſt profound contempt, prefer- 
red an alliance with England; he there- 


fore united himſelf with the Houſe of 


Hanover, i imagining he could keep the 


Ruſſians out of Pruſſia with one hand, and 
M 3 „%% 
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the French aur of Germiny with tho' 


ather. He was miſtaken in both theſe 
imaginiogs>/ but there was a thixd in 
Which he way not miſtaken; this was, to 
invade, Saxony under pretext of friend: 
ſhip, and make war upon the Empreſs 
Queen of Hungary with the money he 


ſhould rob the Saxons of, The Marquis 


of Brandenbourg, by. this remarkable 
manœuvre, ſingly changed the whole 
ſyſtem of Europe. The King of France, 
defirons of retaining him in his alliance, 
ſent the Duke de Nivernois, à man of 
wit, and who made very pretty verſes, 
into Pruſſia. The embaſſage of a Duke, | 
a Peer, and a Poet, ſeemed likely to flat- 
ter the vanity and taſte of Frederic 3 but 
| x Be 


7 » 


* 


MEMOIRS OF VOLTAIE& 167 
he laughed at the King of France, and * 
figned his treaty with England, the very Hu. 
day the Ambaſſador arcived. He played 
off the Duke and the Peer very happily, 
and made an epigram upon the Poet. 
It happened at that time to be the pri- 
vilege of poetry to govern kingdoms. 35 
There was another Poet at Paris alſo, a 
man of rank, very poor, but very ami- | 
able; in a word, the Abbe de Bernis, . 
ſince Cardinal. He began by writing 
verſes againſt me; he afterwards was my 
friend, though that was of little ſervice 
to him; but he likewiſe became the * | 
friend of Madame de Pompadour, and of 
ſhe ſerved him elfectually. He had = 
| Ma been MW I 
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been ſent-from Parnaſſus on an em 
to Venice; and he was tien returned to 


I.) be King oſ Pruſſia had 


| in his poor book of poeſy, which that 
F reitag had re-demanded ſo earneſtly at 
Pranckfort, the Abbe de Bernis, - 
a 12 11 e e eee 
Avoid the ſteril abundance of Bern, 


J do not believe either the bdok or 
the verſe ever reached the Abbe ; but as 
God is juſt, God made him an inſtrument: 
to aven ge France. of Frederic. The 
Abbe concluded an offenſive and de- 
fenſive treaty with M de Staremberg, 
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the Auſtrian Ambaiiidor; in deſpight of 
Rouillé, then Miniſter for Foreign Af. 
fairs. Madame de Pon preſided 


at that negociation; and Rouille was 


obliged to ſign the treaty, in conjunction 
with the Abbe de Bernis, which was a 
precedent without example. Rouille, 
it muſt be owned, was the moſt uſeleſs 
Secretary of State the King ever had; 
and moreoyer, the moſt ignorant the 
Long Robe ever knew, He aſked one 
day if Weteravia was in Italy. While 
there was nothing difficult to tranſact, 
he was ſuffered ; but as ſoon as great 
objects came on the tapis, his inſuffici- 
ency was felt, and the Abbe do Bernis 
ſupplied his place. > 


Mademoi- 


of the Empire, all declared againſt the 
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Normand, kent Marchioneſs de . 
dour, was in reality firſt. 


State. Certain outrageous terms let ſlip 


againſt her by Frederic, who neither 
ſpared women nor poets, had wounded 
the Marchioneſs to the heart, and con- 


tributed not a little to that revolution in 


affairs, which, in a moment, re- united 
the' French and Auſtrians, after more 
than two hundred years of a hatred ſup- 
poſed to be immortal. The court of 
France, that pretended to cruſh Auſtria 
in 1741, ſupported her in 1756; and in 
concluſion, France, Sweden, Ruſſia, Hun- 
gary, the half of Germany, and the Fiſcal 


lingle 
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fingle Marquis of Brandeubourg. This' 
Prince, whoſe grandfather could a 
ly maintain twenty thouſand men, had 
an army of a hundred thouſand foot,. L 
and forty thouſand horſe, well provid- 
ed, well ſelected, and better diſciplined 5 | 
but there were four hundred thouſand —& £ 
men in arms to oppoſe theſe. It hap- 

pened in that war, that each party ſeized 


upon what was next at hand. F rederic 

took Saxony; France took the territories 

of Frederic, from the town of Guelders 

to Minden upon the Weſer, and for a 
while poſſeſſed all the Electorateof Hano- 
ver ind Hes d ae if ies: 
while the Empreſs of Ruſſia took the 
whole of Pruflia, The ic King of Pruſſia, 
beaten: 
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beaten at firſt by the Rulſians, beat the 
Auſtrians, and was afterwards beaten 
by chem in Bohemia the eighteenth of 


& - . 1 4 


The loſsof one battle ought apparent- 

8 ly to have cruſhed this Monarch; preſſed 
Fan BY; on all fides by the Ruſſians, French and 
\ | Auſtrians, he himſelf gave all for loſt. 
b Marſhal de Richelieu had juſt concluded 
| \| A, | 2 treaty near Stade, with the Hanove- 
, 1 rians and Heſſians, which greatly re 
= |  ſembled that of the Caudian Forks. x 
uy - T̃hheir army was no longer allowed to 
| - farvs, and the Marſhal was ready to 
enter Saxony with ſixty thouſand men 5 
the Prince de Soubiſe prepared to pene- | 
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were to march to Berlin. 
— bar 


and one ab, 5 Generals bad even 
puſhed to Bein, and laid it under con- 
tribution. The treaſury of the King of | 
Pruſſia Was nearly exhauſted, and in all 


appearance he would not long have a 
ſingle village left. They were going to 
put him under the ban of the empire; 

his proceſs was begun; he was declared 
2 rebel, and had he been taken, in all 
probability would have been condemned 

to loſe his head. 
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In chis extremity. he took: a fancy to 
kill himſelf. He wrote to his ſiſter, the 
Margraveſs of Bareith, that he was going 
to terminate his life; but he could not 
conclude the play without rhyming. His 
paſſion for poetry was ſtill ſtronger than 
his hatred of life; he therefore wrote 
the Marquis d' Argens a long epifile in 
verſe, wherein he informed him of his 
reſolution, and bade him adieu. 


However fin this epiſtle may be, 
from the ſubject, the by whom it 
was written, and the perſon ts whom 
it was addreſſed, it cannot be trar- 
ſcrided entirely, becauſe of the many 
repetitions; but there are paſſages, 
which 
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3 J will inſert, toleraly well turned 

bor a Northern 3 | 1 
Yes, D- 'Argens, ye yes the die, my 7 friend, 3 1s caſty n 1 9 
Sick of the preſent, weary « of the paſt, | * j A 
To bear Misfortune 5 yoke no longer prone, Y 4 
Henceforth or pains or pleaſures I diſown ; 
Nor thus i in mis y will I deign to live, „ 
The lengthen's day, which Nature meant to o gives. 
With heart well fortify'd, with eye as firm, 
Undaunted I approach the happy term, 
When Night eternal ſhall my foes confound, _. 
And Fate no more ſhall have the power to 3 
Grandeurs adieu !|—adieu, Chimeras all! 

- No more your flaſhes dazzle or appall z. 


Though. on my morn of life you falſely Cala, 
And, prone to vain. deſires, my ſoul beg uil'd, 
Long ſince have vaniſh's all defires { van, 
And Truth and ftern Philoſophy remain. 

How 
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ks. ye 5 Pleaſures jen Db 


Seductive nymphs, whole, flowery yoke unites, 


The ſweets of ſmiling Fe aiety and Eaſe, 
And all che idle arts hy which you pleaſe, 


But oh mall I. Misfortune's bondman, ſpeak 


Of Pleaſures and. Delights, where Sorrows ſhriek! 


Can plaintive nightingale, or turtle-dove, 


When vultures tear them, fling or coo of love 2 
Long has the ſtar of day but lighted me 


To new-born ills, increaſe of miſery; 


His poppies Morpheus has diſdain'd to ſhed, 

Near the dank turf where I have lain my head; 
Exch mora I cry, and fill the tear o'erflows, 
Behold another day, and other woes. 
When night appears, night cannot give relief, 15 


Each moment adds eternity to grief. 


Heroes of Liberty, whom I revere, 


Brutus and Cato, ye of ſoul ſincere, 
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Your antique virthe Fear and Death conteaule,, 
And points a road unknown to vulgar fouls, , 7 þ 15 
Vaniſh, ye pompous Phantoms of romance, 
Ingend? ring ſuperſtitious i ignorance z..- 72 bn» b xs K | A 
Religious aid I ſeek not hen ld kn 5 | — 4 ö 
Or what we are, or whence we come or go L | 
Epicurus has taught hw Im annoy d., ne, vB 

My body by injurious time deſtroy d a rw n L 


2 


And for the quick ning re, the ſpark, the Fe 
tal like me, it periſhes in death: ....4 
Part of a being organiz'd/*tis born, 
Grows, with the Child, and doth the Man adorn ; 
Suffers when I'm in pain, ple d eee 
Is old when I am, ill when I'm diſeas d; 
And when eternal night m hal life inveſt, 
Will fink, like me, to everlaſting reſt. .- . \ : 
A vanquiſh'd fugitive, 1 by friends betray's, 8 : | = 
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1 ſuffer tor ments more than e 'er were laid N | 4 


NN 


2 1 4 _— „ e 0 Fs fn 240% Va 


» 


\ ; > 
e 


© Thetbſore; #5-wretthes uke in dungeon deep, 
1 | weng ef dug VE to werp - Bat 
. And end at once their being and their palin: 
11 will 1 nd 
This dreary pickure will infbim thes w/ 

| I thus, my friend, have been indue'd te die; 

2 | Te Nor hence oon nelud 81 vainly feels to claim 

From the dark' 
mY | But yet remember ms when fraifful erh 
BY by Gives oderifcrous ſhrubs and myrtles birtik 
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1 Prop oer my tomb a roſe=bud/ and a tear. 
„„ Beſant s epi le written with his 
. 8 own hand. Several. lines are pillaged from 
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thinking, at a moment when they 
y loſt to others. 


The letter he 
ame ſentiments, but there were leſs « 
eternal N. ighr, Myrtles and Roſes, Flambeaus, 

Chimeras, and ſbrieting Sorrows. I com- 
| bated in proſe the reſolution he had 
taken to die, and had not much trouble 
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180 mwEoins or verrArae; 
in' perſuading him to live. I adviſed 
n to imitate the Duke of Cumberland, 
and ſet à negeciation on foot with Mar- 
diual de Richelieu; in ſhort, I took all the 
berties one could take with à deſpair- 
nung Poet, and who was not likely much 
: | | = longer to be a King. He wrote to Mar- 
hal de Richelieu, but not receiving any 
anſwer he determined to beat us, and 
ſent me word he was going to | attack 
Marſhal de Soubiſe. His letter finiſhed 
with verſes, worthy of his fituation, his 
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dignity, his courage, and his wit. 
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LS When ſhipwreck flares us in the face, 
--: Daring let us death embrace, 
And live and die a King. 
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As he marched towards the Wen 
and Imperialiſts, he wrote to the Mai 

graveſs his ſiſter, that he ſhould Kill * 
ſelf, but he was happier than he ſaid or. 
hoped. He waited on the fifth of No- 
vember, 17 57. for the F rench and Im- 


perial army, in a tolerably advantageous 
poſt, at Roſbach, on the frontiers of Sax- 
ony; and as he had been continually 
talking of killing himſelf, he was willing 
his brother, Prince Henry, ſhould per- 
form this promiſe for him, at the head 
of five Pruſſian battalions, which were 
to ſuſtain the firſt ſhock of the enemy, 
while his artillery thundered upon them, 
and his cavalry attacked their's. - | 
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„ In fakt, Mghtly 
wounded in the neck ber bal, 
and 1 betieve was che or 
on that day. The Finch and Auftrians 
"or at the Art diſcha rge, and the rout 


Ta HO 


Rotbach wit long be c celebrated. Thirty 
thoufand French, and twenty thouſand 
Imperialiſts, wereſeen flying, ſhamefully 
and precipitately, before five battalions 
and ſome ſquadrons. The defeats of 
A gincourt, Crelly, and Poitiers, were 
not more humiliating. The diſcipline 
and military evolutions, which the father 
had begun, and the fon made perfect, 


were the true cauſe of this ſtrange vic- 


tory. 


* 


. 


te them in France as w 


in France at each review, ſo that the | 
officers and ſoldiers, not half perfect in 


in diſorder at 


ns; and Fortune, in one quarter of 
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i powers, and was deſirous of .detac 
Louis XV. from Maria-Tereſa. 
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Ihe fatal affair at Roſb 
all France to murmur at the treaty of 
the Abbe de Bernis with: the court of 


* 


BS, Archbiſhop of Lyons, had always main- 
-* tained his rank of Miniſter of State, and a 


59 


2 private correſpondence with the King of 


1-9 © the nee, 


averſe to the 

ay mea reception a: Lyons, which he 
a itekr at sein how- 
ever, which followed him in his retreat, 
and which, it is ſaid; never leaves men 
in place, made him deſirous of leaguing 


with me to engage the Margraveſs of 
Bareith to treat with him, and put the 
intereſts of her brother in his hands. 
He would reconcile the King of Pruſſia 
to the King of France, and hoped to 
procure a peace. It was not difficult to 
perſuade Madame de Bareith, and the 
King her brother, to this negociation; 
and I undertook it with the greater ala- 


1 1 | crity, 


_ ceivingalaconic anſwer from the King, by 


Majefty's 


\ g Ds i 
ceed. The Margraveſs wrote to Frede - 


rie, and the letters between her and the 


a Cardinal paſſed through my 
had the ſeeret ſatisfaction of being the 
intermediator in that grand affair; and 
erh: ps a- till farther pleaſure, that of 


| forefecing the Cardinal was preparing 


.. 


for himſelf a ſubje of great difappoint- | 


andincloſed the letter of the Margraveſs; 
but how utter was his aſtoniſhment at re- 


* 
5 
5 


which he learnt, the Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs would inform him what was his 
ure. The Abbé de Bernis 
diftated the anſwer which the Cardinal 
Was 


* 


and died of chagrin in about a fortnight- 
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1 never could thoroughly underſtand 
this kind of death, or how 
State, and old Cardinals with hardened. ; 
fouls, ſhould have a ſufficient degree of 
ſenſibility to die through ſome tri 
diſguſt. My deſign was only to laugh 
at him; to mortify, and not to kill, 5 


There was 2 Kind of {1s in the 
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Miniſtry refuſing thus to treat of peace == 
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with the King of Pruſſia, oben having 
been beaten. by him, and humbled; 
there was alſo great fidelity and good- 
nature in ſacrificin g themſelves for the 
Houſe of Auſtria; ; but theſe virtues were 
long ill recompenſed by Fortune. The 
Hanoverians, Heſſians, and Brunſwicki- 
ans, were leſs obſervant of public faith, 
but more ſucceſsful. They had ſtipu - 
lated with the Marſhal de Richelieu not 
to bear arms againſt us, but to repaſs the 
Elbe, beyond which they had been 
ſent; they, however, broke their bar- 
gain of the Caudi an Forks, as ſoon as they. 
knew we had been beaten at Roſbach. 
Deſertion, the want of diſcipline, and 
diſeaſe, Pres our armies; and tho 
; | reſult 
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reſult of all our operations, in che ſpring 
of 1758, was, that we had loſt twelve 
millions' and half Rerling, and fifty 
thouſand men in Germany, in ſupport 
of Maria-Tereſa, as we had done in 1741 


with fighting againſt her. 


39 
* o by * * 


The Eing of Pruſſia, who had beaten 
our army at Roſbach, in Thuringia, 
went next to fight the Auſtrian army at 


ſixty leagues diſtance. The French 

then might ſtill have entered Saxony; 
the victors were gone, there was nothing 
to oppoſe them; 3 but they had thrown 
away their arms, loſt their cannon, am- 

| munition, proviſions, and eſpecially their 
underſtanding. They were diſperled, 


and 
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more ſignal and better fought victory 
over the Auſtrians near Breſlau. He 
retock Breſlau with fiftcen thouſand pri- 

ſoners, and the. reſt of Sileſia was ſoon 

ſubdued. Guſtavus Adolphus never 

| performed ſuch acts ; we muſt therefore 
pardon him his poetry, his pleaſantries, 
his little malice, and even his feminine 
fins. T he defects of the man vaniſſi be- 
fore the glory of the hero. 4 


110 


1 left writing memoirs of myſelf on 
the ſixth of November, 1759, thinking 
| them 
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them 4s uſeleſs as Bayle's letters to his 
mother; the life of St, Eyremont, 
Mongon, written by himſelf. But manx 
things, either new or laughable, have 
again induced me to the ridicule of 
ſpeaking of myſelf *. I behold from my 
windows the city where John Chauvin, 


the place where he burnt Servet for tb 


good of his ſoul. Almoſt all the Prieſts 
of this country think at preſent like 
Servet; nay they even go: farther. 
They do not believe that Jeſus Chriſt 


* * * 


* * 5 . F * 


. Fro rom this 2 and others, It is evident, 
theſe memoirs. were addreſſed to . al. 
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A merly gave no quarter to purgatery, are 
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aun their hell, in which they no 


longer believe, into purgatory, in which 
1 alſo they do not believe. This is rather 

#23308 « pleaſant revolution! in che biſtery bf. 
| | the human mind, and might furniſh diſ- 
| putes enough for the cutting of throats, 

Li. 


making of bonſires, and acting St. Bar- 
tholomew' 8 day once more. And yet 


gf they do not even call names, and re- 


proach 
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and had burnt Servet without cauſe, 
Only obſerve the contradictions of this 
world; here are people almoſt avowedly 
ſectaries of Servet, Who, yet, abuſe 
me becauſe I found Calvin wrong for 


burning him at a {low fire of green 


faggots. F II 


4 They would prove to mein form, that 
Calvin. was 2 good chriſtian, and pe- 
titioned the Council of Geneva to com- 
municate the papers uſed on the trial of 


O Servet; 
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Servets but the Council was -more-pru- 
forbidden to write a guiniſt ne in Geneva. 


* gal Bir 
iy enjdyed u Nl more 
Sdme Goſpel Miniſters of that country 
chotight· proper to compile, I know not 
what bad book againſt me, for the ho- 
nour, as they called it, of chriſtianity; 


ed to eise and ſuppreſs | the Im 3 
"authority bf the Magiſtrates. Thi | 


Yo © - 


not paſſionately to love this country. 
Yes, thinking pgs Fata it is er. 


to-morrow and dine with me. 

1 did not, however, yet think myſelf 
perfectly free; and as I held this a ſub- 
je& worthy attention, that I might be- 
come ſo, I purchaſed ſome adjoining 
lands.in France. There were two eſtates, 
about a league from Genera, which had 
formerly enjoyed all the privileges of that 
City ; and I had the good fortune to ob 
tain a Brevet Ham the King, by which 
LE 1 2 8 5 -. thoſe 
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thoſe, privileges were continued to me. 
At laſt I ſo managed my deſtiny, that I 
was independent in Switzerland, in the 
territories of Geneva, and in France. 351 
have heard much of liberty, but do not 
believe there is an individual in Europe 
who had wrought his own freedom like 
me. Let thoſe who will follow my 


example; or, rather, thoſe who can. 


I certainly could not have choſen a 
better time than this, to enjoy repoſe far 
from Paris. They were then as mad 
and inveterate about their private diſ- 
putes as in the days of the Fronde, ex- 

cept having actually a civil war. But 
as they had neither a Monarch of the 


4 8 market - 
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market · place, like the Duke de Beaufort; 
nor a Coadjutor, granting benedictions 
with a dagger, they proceeded only to 


wordy wars. They began by forging 


bank bills for the other world, invented 


as 1 have already ſaid by Beaumont, 


oo 


_ Archbiſhop of P 


fool, ſomething in the ſtyle of St. 


Thomas à Becket. The quarrel grew 
more violent concerning an office in the 
hoſpital, the appointment to which the 


Parliament pretended was in them; and 


the Archbiſhop holding it to be a ſacred 


place, ſaid it depended totally on the 1 


church. Paris was all divided inta par- 
| O 3 12 ties, 


s, an obſtinate man, 
who did evil with all his heart, and from 


an exceſs of zeal. He was a ſerious 


„ uon br voltües. 
des, and the tHifling facttons of Janfenlfta 
and Melinifts did not ſpate esch other. 
Tie king thotigtit pfeper te tribe them 
as they ſometimes ſer v lool who' fight 
in the ſtregt, over whom they throw 
buckets of water to part them: he very 
rightly laid tney were both wiong; but 
Fe exiled the Archbiſhop and the Par- 

liament; but a maſter ſhould not turn 

off his ſervants, till he is certain of find- 

ing others to ſupply their places. The 

Court was obliged to recall the Parlia- 

ment, becauſe a Chamber, called royal, 
compoſed of Counſellors ef State, and 
Maſters of Requeſts, and erected to de- 
termine Law-ſuits, had Joſt its praftice. 
0 1 The 


adviſed bim in their remonſtrances no 
more to. baniſh his Parliamen | 
faid: they, that js, giving a wry bed en 
ample. They proceeded to ſuch lengths 
at laſt, that the King reſolved to aboliſh | 
one of their Chambers, and diminiſh the 
others; and, ſoon after, theſe Meſſieurs all 
had their diſmiſion, except thoſe of ne 
great Chamber. Loud murmurs now — 5 
went abroad; they publicly declaimed 
| againſt the King, and the fire which : 

came out of their mouth unhappily 
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caught the brain of | a-Lackey; named 
Damiens, who often frequented the great 
Hall. It is proved, by the procels, this 
fanatic of the long robe never intended 
to kill the King, but only ta inflict a 
gentle correction. There is nothing ſo 
abſurd which may not enter the head of 
J man. This poor wretch had been uſher. 
to (the. Jeſuit's College, where I have 
ſometimes ſeen the ſcholars give light 
ſtabs with their penknives, and the 
uſhers return them. Damiens, there- 
fore, went to Verſailles with this reſolu- 
tion, and there, in the midſt of his 
courtiers and guards, wounded the King 
with a ſmall penknife. | 
They did not fail during the firſt hor-. 
ror of the accident, to impute the blow to ; 
the 
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the arm of the Jefuits, ts hem fd 


they, ir betonged ad to aneient 
uſage. 1 have read a jetter from owe: 


father Griffet; in bind le ſays, bi 
time it was not un it is at preſent” the turn : 


of Meſſicurs It was of courſe the office; 
of the Grand Prevot of the Court to 


judge the aſſaſſin, becauſe the crime had 


been committed within the precincts of 
the palace. The culprit began by ac- 
cuſing ſeven members of the Court des 
Enqubtes, and they wiſhed nothing better 


than to leave this accuſation upon re- 


cord, and execute the criminal. Thus 
the King rendered the parliament odious, 
and obtained an advantage which will 


endure as long as the monarchy. 
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T 5 was thought, that M. d. Argenſon 
adviſed the King to grant the parka- 


«fx: 


oy * « 
5 * 1 
LES ++ : 
Lr BA 


* 


wa - q 
CT SI Y ” 
2 „ @ 4 
4 = * N a. : at, +» 
hel My By LO OI I 


ment permiſſion to judge the foregoing | 
Wo: affair, and he was well rewarded ; for 
eight days after he loſt his place, and 
was exiled. The Kin g had the weakneſs 
Wo to grant large penſions to the Counſellors, 


who 


. as 3 - * 
—— — 2 —„—H— —— 2 — 2 Ia re 
o „ vc - * 4 »*4 : - 
g $65 6 3 * 


Ry + __ 1 7 a * * — — * — « 
4 — . e 0 
des N — D : h — — = — 
dS; > a N gn - — awe LED — = . — —— — 

— ng 4 


hs 


. * MEMOTRS OF VOLTAIRE.0 203 


who conducted the trial of Damiens, as 
if they. had rendered him ſome ſigual 
and difficult ſervice; which conduct in- 

ſpired them with new confidence. They 


* 
. 


again imagined themſelves important 
perſonages, and their chimeras of repre- 


ſenting the nation, and being tutors to 


Kings, were once more awakened. 


This ſcene over, and having nothing 
elſe to do, they amuſed themſelves with 
perſecuting the philoſophers. Omer | 
Joli de Fleury, Advocate-General of 
the parliament of Paris, diſplayed a 
triumph the moſt compleat, that igno- 
rance, deceit, and hypocriſy ever ob- 
Rag: Vere men of letters, moſt- 


eſtimable 


„ AUR hr eit e 
eſtimable from their learning and de- 
portinent, formed an aſſociation to com- 
poſe an immenſe dictionary of whatever 
could enlighten the human mind, and it 
became an object of commerce with the 

| bookſellers. „The, Chancellor, the Mi- 
niſtry, all encouraged an enterprize ſo 
noble; ſeven volumes had already ap- 
peared, and were tranſlated into En gliſh, 
Italian, German; and Dutch. T his trea- 
ſure, opened by the French to all na- 
tions, might be conſidered as What did 
us at that time the moſt honour; ſo much 
were the excellent articles in the Ency- 
clopedia ſuperior to the bad, which were | 
alſo tolerably numerous. T hey had 
little to complain of in the work, except 


too 


65 


2 *» hos 
. 
3 


too many e 


tunately adopted by ad iow of tl 
collection, who ſeized. whatever came to 
hand to ſwell the hook; but all which 


thoſe authors wrote 9 _ 


"Omes Joli de Fleury, however, on i the 
twenty-third of F ebruary, I759, accuſed 
theſe poor philoſophers of being Atheiſts, 

8 Deiſts, corrupters of youth, rebels to the 


King, &c. &c. &c. and to prove his ac- - 


cuſation, cited St. Paul, and the trials of 
Theophilus and Abraham Chaumaix + .. 


Abraham Chaumaix, formerly , ſince 


Janſeniſt and Convulſionary, was then the oracle 


of the parliament of Paris. Omer Joli de Fleury | 
cited him as a Father of the Church; be has 


Ance been a ſchool · maſter at Moſcow. 


He 
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He wanted nothing but to have read the 


bockt againſt which he exclaimed; for if 
he had read it, he was a ſtrange imbecile 


being. He demandetd Jjuſiice of the | 
Count againſt the article ſeul, which, ac- 
cording to him, was pure materialiſm. 


| Pray remark chat the article ſoul, one 
of the worſt in the work, was written 
by a poor Doctor of the Sorbonne, ho 
killed himſelf with declaiming, right or 


wrong, againſt ma mr 


The whole 8 of chis Omer 
Jjoli de Fleury was a firing of ſimilar 
blunders. He informed againſt a book 
he had either not read, or not under- 

| © D60d 
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| ood; and theentice pattiament; a the 
requiſition/\of Omer; 
work; not only 
„ Th 
manner of doing juſtice, is very much 
beneath the cuſtom of Bridoye, for 
there TR * chance to be right. 
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FD TS nr 7 lt 
The editors had procured the King's 
privilege, and the parliament certainly 
had no right to revoke a privilege 
granted by his Majeſty. It appertains 
not to them either to judge of an Arrit 
du Conſeil, or of any thing confirmed in 
Chancery: they however aſſumel the 
power to condemn what the Chancellor 
had approved, and appainted 

5 


s * 3 b 8 
er AY 8 
ones, 41.0 r r 


u e 
ark inn contained in the Ency- 
clopedia. - A Chancellor of the leaſt for- 
titude would have annulled-the Arret,of 
cellor L'Amoignon ſatisſied himſelf with 
revoking the privilege, that he might 
not undergo the ſhame of ſeeing what 

he had ſtamped with the ſeal of ſupreme 
| authority judged. and. condemned. 


One would imagine this adventure 
had happened in the days of Father 
Garaſle, and that theſe were arrets a- 
gainſt taking emetics; but on the con- 
trary, it was in the moſt enlightened 
age Frauce had ava ſeen. Satene it is, 
that 
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The place of Gentleman in ordinary 
to his Majeſty, which the King, had 
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are very filly; for my part, Lthi 
much better to build a fine manſion, as 
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culous, I continued to be happy far 
from their N 


And yet, while I contemplate the 
ſtorm, T am imoſt aſhamed of my own 
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reignty of Paraguay, and ſay they 
treated with the King of Portugal as 


I ball now relate a 


[3 


ſingular an adventure as ever happened 
ice Kings and Poets firſt were ſeen on 
earth. * Frederic, having paſſed ſome 
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between crown and crown. . 
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time griarding 98 "tho Konter of Sileſia 


in an impenetrable camp, began to be 
tired of inactivity; and, the fore, to 
paſs time away, compoſed an Ode, and 
ſigned it Frederic; this the put at the 


head of afl enormous bündle of verſe 


and proſe, T which He ſent to me. I 
opened the package, and Wend 1 had 
not been the firſt who had performed 


that operation; it was evident the ſeals 


had been broken, and I Vas terrified at 
reading the following verſes:?: 


oh trifling nation, light and van! 


Are theſe the warriors whom R 22 


And Luxembourg; with laurels bound, 


Whom, Fame” 8 erg honours crown' L; 


eg 


: | | Who, 
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—_ o, as we're told i in ancient ſtory, I | BT 
Danger and death deſpiv'd for glory? 3 * 
"Yo the vile rout! behold each dae 8 BLN | 
pearfüb ir in fight, in pillage' brave! | | "I 55225 | . 

6 Behold their feeble monarch move; F Fes ” 

The tool f Pompadour and Lore :: 
To Love opprobrious, as to Fame, e 
ner he the Moparh's name : . 3 ova 
At random ſee he kings the reine. 8 : I 
Dereſting Empire s anxious pains; = 
His land and people i in ces, 
He revels on in lewd exceſs 3 N 


5 2 : * p 


»Himſelf 3 a llavs, when pride inflates 


Would Hi 14% 60 Kings and States. : 


I trembled as I read the poem, ſome 

lines of which are excellent; or may paſs 

for ſuch. I had unfortunately acquired, 

ü and deſerved, the reputation of having 
8 3 been | | 
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been the cott cor: kot vt the King 
f Pruflia's poetry The picket had been 
opened, the verſaß read, might Perhaps 
be publiſhed, the King of France would 
attribute them to me, and I ſheuld be- 
come not only guilty of high treaſon a- | 
gainſt the King; but, which was fill 
worſe, . Madame de Pompadour. 
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In this perplexity,] I deſired the French 
Reſident at Geneva to come to my 
houſe, and ſhewed him the packet, He 
agreed it had been opened before it arriv- 
ed, and thought there was no other way 
of acting in a caſe where the ſafety of my 
_ head was concerned, but ſending it as it 
was to the Duke de Choiſeul, Miniſter of 
State. 
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his Majefty that Frederic was an enemy, 
whom, if they could, they ought to 
cruſh. = 15 e er 
The Duke did nat ſtop here; he was | 
2 man of we wrote verſes, and had 
| friends who wrote alſo: He paid the 
of Pruffia in his own coin, and ſent 
me a ſatire againſt Frederic, as biting 5 
and unmerciful as his own · The follow- * 
„„ a. - 0 
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ing lines are extracts from di-, be 
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No onger he the m: man, 15 whom | | 
T he arts, from back oblivion 5 8 
Were call'd, and 0 er Germaina ſpread: 
A huſband, brother, ſon of guilt, 
mils Sire, in juſtice, would have ſpilt 
. | The blood which ſo much blood has ſhed, 


| Yet he, audacious, durſl aſpire 
To touch Apollo's ſacred lyre; oy 
* 'The rhyming King of Poet-taſters: 
His Mars and Phœbus are the ſame, 
Alike in war and verſe his fame, | 


Zoilus and Mævius are his maſters. 


R 


I have been aſſured by M. the P. F, of 
8. this Ode was written by S. Palinot de Mon- 


tenoy, Fa, 
WE Beh old 3 
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_ Behold, in ſpite of all hie guard, 
Where Nero meets the due rewards 


Of all his hideous provocations z 3 
i The Tyrant ſe of Syracuſe 


Now proſtitute a barren muſe, | 


I Deſpis'd' while he infults the n 4 


7 atom 01 e 
And ee favage ck tay. 
| Wouldꝰſt thou impede their barmleſs = 
When Love, with Nature, ſmiling comes? 
halt thou pretend to judge their rites, 
Who ne'er could'ſ taſte but thoſe delights 
Imparted by thy nolfy drums? 


The Duke de Choiſeul aſſured me 

when he ſent this anſwer, - that he would 
print the ſatire if the King of Pruſſia pub- 
liſhed his; and added: they would beat 
him as heartily with the pen, as they 
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| hoped:0. do: with the fword. 
- pended-only.on ane: t ſet che K 
Francesand che- King) of Pruſſia 
in rhime, which Wauld have been 
of novelty upon earth. But Ie 
another pleaſure; that of being 
prudent than Frederic. I wrote hi 
his ode was beautiful, but that he 
not to publiſh it; he had glory E 
without that, and ſhould not ſhut 
door of reconciliation with the B 
France, aggravate him beyond b. 
55 "i and force him to ſome defperatc 
to obtain a juſt revenge. Ladde 

niece had burnt his ode, in mort 

of its being imputed to me. He b. 
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fword, |. Had 1 
et the King of 
Pruſſia to war 
aue been a farce 

But I enjoyed 
of being more 


wrote him word | 
it that he ought 


J glory enough 


ith the King of 
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To make the pleaſantry compleat, 
thought it poſlible tolay the foundation 
of the peace of Europe on theſe poetical 
Pieces, which might have continued the 


war to the deſtruction of Frederic. My 
correſpondence with the Duke de Choi- 


ſeul gave birth to that idea; and it ap- 
| pearedforidiculous, foworthy the tranſ- 
actions of the times, that I indulged 8 
and had myſelf the ſatisfaction of proving 


on what weak and invilible pivots the 


© deſtinies 
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wrote me ſeveral oſtenſible letters, con- 


ceived in ſuch terms, as the King of Pruſ- 
ſa, might venture tg make vvertures of 
peace without danger of Auſtria taking 


umbrage at France; and Frederic re- 
turned anſwers in A Gmilar way, with 
little riſk of diſpleaſing the, Engliſh 
court. This tickliſh treaty is ſtill in agi- 
tation, and reſembles the ſports of cats, 
which give a pat with one paw and 2 
ſcratch with the other. The King of 
Pruſſia, driven out of Dreſden, and 
beaten by the Ruſſians, is in want of 
peace; and France, beaten at ſea. by the 
Engliſh, and on ſhave by the Hanove- | 
rians, with an ill- timed loſs of men and 


money, 
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And this, bedtitiful Emily, is this point 


at which, for the . we flop. £119 


STILL December 27, 15805 —n 

I continue to write, and on agu 
events. The King ef Pruffia ended 4 
letter to me on the 17th of November 
thus: 7 ſhall write more Fully from Dr 
den, where 1 hall be in ee days; and 
the third day he was beaten by Marſhal 
a Daun, with the 1618 of ten "thouſand 
men. It ſeeins to me, every thing 1 
behold is the fable of the girl and her 


milk. Our great fea-politician, Berrier, 
Yer. 


formerly 


formerly f Lientenant de Police at Paris, 
and who, from from that poſt, became Secre- 
tary of State and Miniſter of the Marine, 
without-ever having ſeen a veſſel larger 
than the ferry-boat of St; Clonile, or the 
barge of Auxerre; 'this' Berrier, I ſay, 
took a fancy to fit out a fine fleet, and 
make a deſcent on England; but ſcarce- 
y had the fleet peeped out of Breſt, be- 
fore it was beaten by the Engliſh, wreck- 
ed upon the rocks, deſtroyed by the 
winds, or ſwallowed up by the ſeas. 
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We have ſeen one Silhouette, made 
Comptroller- General of the Finances, 
of whom no man knew any thing except 
that he had tranflated fame of Pope's 
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d has endeavoured to. ſew diſſenſion 
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ing of verſes, for thoſe he muſt ever 
make.” : M tan them t6:Verſailies, doubt - 
ing they would be „ He will 
cede nothing; and propoſes, in order to 
indemnify the Elector of Saxony, that 
they ſhall give him Erford, which belongs 
to the Elector of Mentz. He always 
muſt rob ſomebody; it is his way. We 
ſhall ſee the reſult of all this, and of the 
Campaign they are going to make. 


As this great and horrid tragedy has 
ever had a mixture of the comic, ſo they 


have lately printed at Paris, Des Poęſies 


cou, da Ring mine Maſter, as Freitag ſays; 
in which there is an epiſtle to Marſhal 
Keith, where he ridicules chriſtianity, 
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and mocks at the itimortality' of "he | 


3 foul. The devotees are diſpleaſed; the 8 


: Calvinift clergy murmur. Theſe pedants 
; looked upon him as ſupport to the good 
; cauſe. : When he threw the Magiſtrates 
of Leipſic into dungeons, and ſold their 


| beds to get their money, he had the ad- | 


miration of ſuch Prieſis; but when he 
amuſes himſelf by tranſlating paſſages | 
from Seneca, Lucretius, and Cicero, 


they look upon bim as a monſter. 


Prieſts would canonize Cartouche or 


Jonathan Wild, were they devotees. 
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